
World War II 
LESSON 6 
THE ROAD TO WAR, PART 1 
 
 
New York State Standards:  
Standard 1 – United States  
Standard 2 – World History 
Standard 3 – Geography 
Standard 4 – Economics  
Standard 5 – Civics, Citizenship and Government  
 
National Standards: 
ERA 8: Standard 4A:  The Student understands the causes of World War II  

♦ Analyze the consequences of Britain, France and the US failure to effectively 
oppose fascist aggression.  

♦ Analyze the relative importance of the legacy of World War I, the depression, 
ethnic ideological conflicts, imperialism, traditional political or economic rivalries 
as underlying causes of World War II. 

 
Objectives: 

♦ Students will be able to understand how Germany remained 
unchallenged in Europe leading up to World War II.  

♦ Students will be able to define and apply the concepts of Appeasement, 
Sanctions, and Pacifism.  

Extra: 
♦ Students will be able to understand how the aggression of Germany, 

Japan and Italy forced Europe into War.  
 
Key Vocabulary 

• Appeasement 
• Pacifism 
• Sanctions 
• Anschluss 

 
Essential Questions 

• Why did Britain and France adopt polices of appeasement?  
• Why did the United States adopt polices of neutrality?  
Extra:  
• Was the war preventable? Why or Why not?  

 
Literacy Strategies  

• Using Graphic Organizers 
• Creating information through writing 

 
AIM: How did Britain and France fail at preventing war in Europe?     
  
DO NOW: Story and “Hook” on appeasement [5 mins] 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTENT  
 
Think back to when you were 
younger.  
Did you ever want something 
from your parents? They said 
“no you can’t have it.“ 
 
Nag, or threaten.  
 
Avoid a conflict. Appeasement.  
 
Well, the same thing happened 
in World War II. Peace at any 
price 
 
HANDOUT 
Read and discuss the 
viewpoints [5 mins] 
 
 
News Article: [15  mins] 
Students will read the handout 
positions and read one of the 
events on the side of the ditto 
and then write a brief editorial 
article on their event taking into 
account their position.  
 

1. Japan invades Manchuria 
2. Italy invades Ethiopia  
3. Germany Violates Treaty  
4. Austria Annexed  
5. Czechoslovakia/Munich 
 
 
 

Reading aloud and note-taking, 
hitting the aim, and vocabulary 
as I go – transparency on 
sequence of events. Chart  [10 
mins] 
 
Closure [5 mins]: 
How did Britain and France fail 
at preventing war in Europe? 
 Ask student responses – put on 
board.  

QUESTIONS  
 
Ask and see if anyone can 
share experiences.  
So what do you do?  
 
Why?  
 
What schemes did you come 
up with to get your way?  
 
Do they give in?  
 
 
 
 
Students will write a reaction of 
these events. Then read their 
reaction to the class.  
 
After the students are given 
time to write. They then must 
read aloud their article to the 
class.  
 
Read at least one view from 
each student.  
 
British follow appeasement – 
some felt Germany was 
punished too harsh and to 
avoid war.  
 
France follows appeasement to 
avoid war.  
 
America wants to stay out of it.  
 

• Why did Britain and 
France adopt polices of 
appeasement? 

• Why did the United 
States adopt a policy of 
Neutrality?  

• Was war Preventable? 
 

 

METHOD 
 
Students 
love to 
think back 
to when 
they were 
younger. 
Relate 
vocab, to 
their lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
then 
writing.  
 
Multiple 
perspectives 
of history. 
 
Multiple 
viewpoints.  
 
Reading, 
Writing, 
Performing.  
 
Multiple 
modes of 
instruction.  
 
Based on 
their articles 
I can assess 
if they 
grasp the 
concept or 
not. Cause 
and effect 
 
Critical 
thinking-
evaluation 

 



NAME: ____________________________________ DATE_____________ PER: ____  

 

Aggression and Appeasement   
TO BE COLLECTED  
 

[ ] French   [ ] British    [ ] American 

 

[ ] 1. Manchuria 
[ ] 2. Ethiopia 
[ ] 3. Violation of Versailles Treaty 
[ ] 4. Austria Annexed 
[ ] 5. Czechoslovakia / Munich 
 

Directions:  
• You have been assigned the role of a British, French, or American journalist.  

• Read your role on the first side of the page corresponding to your part. 

• Read your event on the back of the other sheet.   

• Write a newspaper-like reaction to the events you read. Be Creative.  

• Incorporate Vocabulary (Appeasement, Sanctions, Pacifism, Anschluss) 
***Be sure to know your role. Each role will have a different reaction.  
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Action: Builds up military sent troops into the Action: Hitler sends in the German Army to preserve

ACTIONS AND REACTIONS

JAPAN IN CHINA ITALY INVADES ETHIOPIA
Action: Japan invades Manchuria (Part of China). For 
Resources and to expand its empire. Imperialism. 

Action: invaded for revenge and resources. Used 
airplanes, tanks, machine guns, and poison gas.

Reaction: West protests. The League of Nations 
condemns their actions. Takes no forceful action. 

Reaction: League of nations votes for sanctions. Or 
penalties. Prevents trade, except oil. Sanctions were not 
enforced. 

GERMANY MILITARIZES AUSTRIA ANNEXED
Action: Builds up military sent troops into the   ,     
Rhineland, the de-militarized zone. Supposed to be off 
limits for German Troops. 

Action: Hitler sends in the German Army "to preserve         
order". 

Reaction: Took no real action. Appeasement - giving 
into the demands of the aggressor to avoid conflict. 

Reaction: Brief scare of war. Then no action taken 
because many Austrians embraced Germany. The rest 
were silenced. 

CZECH CRISIS - MUNICH INVASION OF POLAND
Action: Hitler demanded that the Sudetenland (German 
part of Czechoslovakia) be added to Germany. WAR!Reaction: France and Britain reach an agreement with 
Hitler, to give him the land. Hitler agrees to not seek any 
further expansion. Promise broken. 



The above excerpts are taken from PRENTICE HALL WORLD HISTORY: CONNECTIONS TO TODAY 
textbook.  
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