A CHILDREN’S SONG
ABOUT THE PLAGUE?
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Ring of sores would appear on the skin — red at first

Posies are a type of flower used to make perfume. This
would make people smell nicer. The ring of sores would
break open and smell foul. Also people believed that
foul air was one of the causes of the Plague. So by
having these flowers in your pocket the air would be
fresher

Bodies infected were not buried. They were burned. In
hopes that by burning the bodies it would stop the
spread of the disease. Ashes everywhere.

Everywhere people looked there were people suffering
and dying. Falling down referred to more like a “drop
dead” type of falling down.
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Put the following events in order. Assign a number to each event and put the number on the

map to go along with the event.

In 1345-1346 a Mongol
army besieged Kaffa. A
year later, Italian merchants
returned to Italy
unknowingly bringing the

plague with them. Q

The Horse riding Mongols ~ The disease came with
likely carried infected fleas  merchants along trade routes
and rats in their food of Asia to southern Asia,
supplies as they swooped Southwest Asia and Africa

into China. Q Q



Disease Spreads

Black rats carried fleas that were infested with a bacillus
called Yersinia pestis. Because people did not bathe, almost
all had fleas and lice. In addition, medieval people threw
their garbage and sewage into the streets. These unsanitary
streets became breeding grounds for more rats. The fleas
carried by rats leapt from person to person, thus spreading
the bubonic plague with incredible speed.

Symptoms of the Bubonic Plague

= Painful swellings called buboes (BOO-bohz) in the lymph nodes,
particularly those in the armpits and groin

« Sometimes purplish or blackish spots on the skin

« Extremely high fever, chills, delirium, and in most cases, death

Death Tolls, 1300s

Western Europe %% 20-25 million

China, India, other % 55 million

Asians
.—~ 4 million
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