


Aggression and Appeasement
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Early Cha)ienges to World Peace

Challenges to peace followed a pattern
1hroughout the 1930s. Dictators 100k aggrcs-t
sive- acdon but met only verbal protests and
pleas for peace from the democradies. Mussolini
znd Hitler viewed that desire for peace as weak- *
ness and responded with new acts of aggression.
With hindsight, we can see the shortcomings of
the democradies’® polides. We must remember,
however, that these policies were the product of
long and careful deliberation. People at the time
strongly believed that they would work.

| ‘Why appeasement7 The pohcy of ap-
peasement cvolved for varions reasons. France
was demoralized, suﬁ“e.nng from political divi-

sions at home. It nccdcd British support for any
move against Hitler. '

Z . The Bridsh, howcvcr, had no dcsn'c 10 con-
ﬁ-ont the - Gcrma.n ‘dictator. Some - Britons -
thought that Hitler’s actions were‘a justified re- -
“sponse to the Versailles u‘caty, wh;ch thcy bc--
“ieved had been 6o harsh.

- Inboth Britain.and France, many saw Hitler

7 as a defense against a worse evil—the spread of

oviet communism. Also, the ‘Great Depression -

sappéd the energies of the western democracies.

“inally, widespread pacifism, or. opposition to.

,_a.{l war, and disgust with the last war .pushed
‘“governments to seck peace at any price.
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Reaction in the: Unm

ouds gathered in Euro
Pe in the mid:1930s..
€ Urited States. Congress passed a- series cff

Neutrality Acts, Ope law forb

ey orbade the sale of
-loens to wars ing nations and
: ring prohibited Ameri-
.cans from taveling on ships of Warring pDW::s
. The fundamental goal of American policy, how-
€VET, Was to avoid mvolvcmcnt in a Eu;opean

nation at war., Others outlawed

+ 'War, not 1o prevent such z conflict,










