
          June 24th 1950 



Task: You are an advisor to President Truman.  

You have just received an urgent telegram from Seoul, the capital of South Korea. There is a 
situation developing. As an advisor, it is your job to inform the President on what can be done. 
He is counting on you to come up with some options for a response to the developing situation. 

1. Read and analyze the telegram about the situation in Korea. 
2. Come up with possible actions the President can take to respond to the situation.  
3. YOU MUST INCLUDE YOUR EXPERT PREDICTION OF THE SOVIET RESPONSE/REACTION.  
4. Be prepared to share and hand-in your proposals to the class.  

 

 

 

Map of Korea  
  

Things to keep in mind:  
Policy of Containment – The Truman Doctrine – U.S.S.R. has Nuclear Weapons – Communist China – The United Nations 

United Nations 



 

 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

 

REPORT: URGENT TELEGRAM FROM SEOUL 

FROM: THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON D.C. 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE REQUESTED THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE BE TRANSMITTED 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

 

TO THE PRESIDENT  

FROM SEOUL 

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

ACCORDING TO KOREAN ARMY REPORTS AND PARTLY CONFIRMED BY FIELD 
ADVISORS, NORTH KOREAN FORCES INVADED SOUTH KOREA AT SEVERAL POINTS 
THIS MORNING. ACTION BEGAN WITH GROUND FORCES CROSSING THE 38TH 
PARALLEL BACKED WITH HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE. NORTH KOREAN ADVANCEMENTS 
WERE AIDED BY TANKS. IT WOULD APPEAR FROM THE NATURE OF THE ATTACK AND 
MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS LAUNCHED IT CONSTITUTES AN ALL OUT OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST SOUTH KOREA.  

 

 

SIX/24/50. Relayed to the Army Dept. 10:30 PM 6/24/50 CWO/FED.  

 



Dear Mr. President Truman,  

I have analyzed the situation in Korea and feel you have the following options:  

Option 1:   

 

 

 

I predict the Soviet/Chinese response from Option 1 will be:   

 

 

 

Option 2:   

 

 

 

I predict the Soviet/Chinese response from Option 2 will be:   

 

 

 

 ---------------------------- STOP -------------------STOP------------------STOP----------------STOP--------------------------- 

After hearing all the options, I have decided that the best course of action is to……… because…. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Sincerely,  

       [Print Name] __________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


