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The Korean Wax POI'CeJ
Corntlicr Action’

The Cold War Gets Warm

In June of 1950, North Korean forces invaded South Korea. The South Korean Army was soon
overwhelmed. Within days the North Korean forces occupied Seoul, capital of South Korea. President
Truman responded forcefully to the attack. He asked the United Nations to send a military force to
Korea. They voted and agreed to send a military force commanded by General Douglas MacArthur. You
may recall, MacArthur had commanded Allied forces in the Pacific during World War Il. There was never
a declaration of war, United Nations forces were sent into Korea as a peace keeping police action.
Although 16 nations joined the UN action, 80 percent of the troops were American.

A Bigger Conflict

The North Koreans, armed with new Soviet tanks, won many battles quickly. After a

daring attack by sea, MacArthur and his forces were able to push the North Koreans beyond the 38"
Parallel. UN forces were permitted to cross into North Korea in an attempt to unite Korea. China warned
that it would not “sit back with folded hands” if the United States entered North Korea. As UN forces
neared the Chinese border, masses of Chinese troops crossed into N. Korea and pushed the UN forces
back. Fighting continued to seesaw back and forth until a stalemate (draw) developed in March 1951.

Commander-in-Chief S

During the stalemate, General MacArthur and President Truman reached a heated
disagreement. MacArthur felt that UN forces must attack China. He called for a naval blockade and
the use of nuclear weapons in China. Truman feared that an attack would lead to another world war.
The President wanted to restore the border at the 38" Parallel. General MacArthur complained publicly
that politicians in Washington were holding him back. Angry that MacArthur was trying to challenge his
authority, Truman fired the popular general. Truman argued that the Constitution clearly states that the
President is the commander in chief and responsible for decisions about war and peace.

Peace... Maybe
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there today. The “war” is still not over.

1. Did Truman’s actions accomplish his Cold War goals?

2. Considering Truman’s goals, do you think he should have fired General MacArthur? Explain.
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Write down two NEW things that you learned today:

How did the Korean War test the United States’ foreign policy for the Cold War?
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